Highland Park – Overlee Knolls Civic Association

March 17, 2003

Jay Fisette 

Member, Arlington County Board





2100 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 300

Arlington, VA 22201


Dear Mr. Fisette: 

We wish to thank you for speaking at the Highland Park-Overlee Knolls Civic Association February meeting.  We are writing at your suggestion to reiterate longstanding concerns voiced at the meeting regarding threats to pedestrian and traffic safety along Washington Boulevard in our area.  

The first concern is excessive speed.  Cars, Metro buses, and trucks are all observed exceeding the 30-mph speed limit.  Seldom is there any police presence on the stretch of Washington Boulevard between Sycamore Street and the Westover area. The high speed of traffic generally reduces the quality of life along the street.  Speeding cars create an unsafe environment, making walking along the street a dangerous and unpleasant experience for commuters walking to the East Falls Church Metro Station, students walking to Swanson Middle School, and families and residents in general. Moreover, entering and leaving driveways is difficult for residents who live along Washington Boulevard, and equally hazardous for motorists merging from intersections because of high traffic speeds and limited sight-distances. We were heartened to see that the speed limit was recently reduced on Wilson Boulevard, and would like to discuss with the County and State the possibility of reducing the speed limit and other remedies for excessive speed on Washington Boulevard. 

Second, Washington Boulevard and North Ohio Street is an unsafe intersection.  Cars turning left onto Washington Boulevard from Ohio often disregard pedestrians in the crosswalk, even though there is a traffic light at this intersection.  Several residents have reported nearly being hit by cars while attempting to cross Washington Boulevard. One pedestrian fatality has already occurred at this intersection.  We hope the County can take action to ensure pedestrian safety

Our civic association has a particular concern for pedestrian safety on the south side of the 6100 block of Washington Boulevard because drivers heading east often create an extra lane to in order to turn right on Ohio or to pass traffic at the light.  This creates a situation where cars, often traveling at excessive speed, are traveling within inches of the sidewalk since there is no grass strip between the sidewalk and the road.  We would like to discuss possible remedies that could be taken to make this block safer for pedestrians. 

Finally, residents on Washington Boulevard are particularly concerned about the weights of trucks allowed to travel on this route.  Currently, there are no truck weight limits on Washington Boulevard, as there are on Route 50 and other major thoroughfares in the County.  Noise and vibration from increasing numbers of heavy trucks are diminishing the quality of life for residents who live on or near the street.  In addition, we are concerned that these impacts may have damaged foundations of certain houses along Washington Boulevard. 

The Highland Park-Overlee Knolls Civic Association welcomes a dialogue with the County on preserving the safety, property and quality of life of residents living on or near Washington Boulevard.  Please work with us to secure the necessary changes to preserve the residential character of the street and our neighborhood.  We understand that Washington Boulevard is a state road, but we also understand that the state is responsive to recommendations from the County.

Again, thank you very much for attending our meeting and considering our concerns.  We look forward to working with the Board and staff to resolve these issues as soon as possible.  Please contact me if you have any questions at 703-538-4568 or cgmccreedy@aol.com.

Sincerely,

Cliff McCreedy, President

Highland Park-Overlee Knolls Civic Association

6204 N. 18th Street

Arlington, VA 22205

CC:
Paul Ferguson, Chairman, Arlington County Board

